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Our October newsletter gave a general description of Malawi and the working conditions of the three priests who have visited us in recent years.

The next three newsletters will tell you about the life styles of the priests.   After this we hope to have built up a picture of the people in the parishes and communities, with news of any projects which we may be helping to finance.

FR. NAZARIO MATEYU

He was ordained to the priesthood in 1994 following his education and seminary training in southern Malawi.   He studied for 2 years in Rome where he gained a masters degree in Pastoral Theology.

He was born in  Chikwawa province where his parents are subsistence farmers.  He is based in this same area at Nsanje Spirituality Centre in the diocese of  Chikwawa.

The diocese has 12 parishes in which there are 150,000 catholics.   There are 19 diocesan priests and 2 missionary priests from the Society of  St Patrick of Ireland.

Nsanje is on the southern tip of the country only 500 metres from the eastern border with  Mozambique and 20 miles from the southern border.   He has worked here for 5 years now.     He has to make regular visits to the cathedral  when he can also call on his parents because they live nearby.   He confided in us that he is usually met by his mother with a stern ticking off because he is too thin.!                                             

 The Centre is close to a local town giving access to water, electricity and telephone but these services have to be purchased.   They are also liable to be affected in the rainy season.

It is open for 8 months of the year from January to August.  Boys from the junior seminary, who wish to progress with their vocation, are tutored in a practical sense for human development before going on to the major seminary.   This includes visiting the sick and practical skills.

For the rest of the year he serves in the local parish and surrounding community.

The parish  covers an area of 300 square miles most of which is served by dirt roads. This can make them a hazard during the six months of the rainy season.  He has to depend on a motor cycle to get about because the pick-up truck at the centre is in poor condition and virtually beyond repair.   

The city of Blantyre, the provincial capital, is 135 miles away.   Only 47 miles of the road is on tarmac, the rest is gravel.
There are no garages in the area, or other outlets where he can get spares for his motorbike.   The next time we hear of a bank closing a local branch perhaps we should think of Fr. Nazario.   His nearest bank is 65 miles away.!!                          

Here are some extracts from a report which Fr. Nazario gave us to outline his difficult financial situation at Nsanje Spirituality Centre.

“The Centre was originally meant to serve two dioceses – Chikwawa and Blantyre but the two separated in 2000 and now we only receive funding from the one diocese, Chikwawa, and money is very tight.”
“Since the time of its opening in 1997, we have been occupying what used to be the   presbytery of the Montford Fathers, which had been abandoned 3 years previously.    It is a two storey building which is suitable for about 25 students.   Unfortunately, there have never been any serious renovations to make it suitable for its purpose.   There has been much discussion since 1997 on ways to improve it but as the time nears I     am told that there is no money available.   

We tried to do something this year but even this did not succeed.   We were interrupted by prolonged rains which flooded the roads making it impossible to transport building materials.”

“The present condition of the house I live in is very bad.    The ceiling is falling in and termites are in the rafters which now need replacing.

The house used to be a kitchen attached to the main building, now the seminary.   It was originally built by the Comboni Missionaries who fled from the Mozambican  civil war.   There was not much time taken in building it which is why it was done in a hurry and it is not all that solid.”

“As for the main building, which is the seminary,  the roof is still good but the ceiling needs replacing.   Holes around the windows need sealing to keep out bats and mosquitos. Some doors need replacing as does the electric wiring.   The upstairs wooden floor also needs replacing.”

Conclusion  The above extract gives an indication of the living and working conditions of   Fr Nazario, and his  students.   His diocese has little money  to help and the people, their parishes and schools are similarly placed.   Malawi is, after all, one of the ten poorest countries in the world.

He has told us that the people will be very happy to twin with our parish, not only for any financial help we may give but to exchange letters and establish links with our parishioners.

You will read in the next newsletters, that the other priests are similarly placed, with urgent needs in their seminaries and linked parishes.

There have already been two fund raising events and more are planned.   It is hoped that we will soon be in a position to select a project, or area of urgent need,  and send money to help.   We will receive progress reports and possibly photographs which will be published.   This way the parish will be kept informed about the results of their giving.          
In our next Newsletter we will tell you about Fr. Emmanuel.
