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Dear Parishioner
You may recall that in our last newsletter we mentioned Fr Felix, to whom £500 has been sent.   This month’s issue concerns him and his parishioners.

Fr Felix Bzyakulima is the Parish Priest of the Nsanje Catholic Parish, which is also known as the Parish of the Good Shepherd.   Little is known of him except that he was trained for priesthood at a similar time to Fr Nazario and they are good friends.   They are situated in the same small town, so Fr Nazario works closely with him, helping with Sunday Masses etc.  

He is communicating with us via Fr Nazario’s e-mail so future contacts should be quite good.   
Fr Felix recently sent us a letter and most of what follows is quoted from this:

His is one of the largest and most difficult parishes in the diocese of Chicwawa.   The town of Nsanje is  the only town serving very many villages in both Malawi and Mozambique.   ( You may recall that they are adjacent to Mozambique on 3 borders, south, east and west.)   The parish was recently merged with another parish because of a shortage of priests.   Fr Felix is on his own, and relies heavily on Fr Nazario for help. 

The parish was established in 1921 and the church was built in 1953.   There are about 16,250 baptised catholics who attend nineteen outstations (village churches) in an area of roughly ninety five square miles.   The furthest is thirty eight miles away.   His other parish, Tengani, has 4,919 baptised catholics and six outstations.   

This is what he says about his parishioners:

“My parishioners are good willed, but the majority of them are very poor and have to struggle in order to earn their living.   Many earn their living by subsistence farming and live in poor conditioned housing.   With the Shire river passing by, the people have the opportunity to grow maize twice in a year but problems come when there are floods which wash away their crops.   If there is a drought, most of the crops die in the strong sunshine that we experience here in the Lower Shire Valley.   We have projects that we would like to undertake but cannot start due to lack of capital.   My parishioners have been trying their best to raise funds through Sunday collections and other ways but are failing to meet the daily costs and demands of the poor in the area.”

Fr Felix refers to a number of projects that the parish are trying to complete.   Of the outstations, four are as yet incomplete for want of cement and paint.   They will then need  fixtures such as an altar, pews, plaster and flooring.

The parish church has had no major repairs or renovations since it was built, by missionaries, in 1953.   The presbytery is also in need of repairs to cracked walls, rotting wooden rafters and needs painting inside and out.   There is a presbytery at Tengani, occupied by a catechist, which needs similar repair.   

One very great problem, which adds to their already desperate poverty, is the Aids/HIV epidemic.    He has very many widows and orphans in his parish.   The widows are often left with young children to raise and cannot, therefore, work to feed their families.   Many of these, and housewives, are members of the CWL, or Catholic Womens Organisation(CWO) as they call it.   This is a strong and well organised group.   They are very keen to set up income generating projects to help become less dependant on others, but they need financial help to get started.   As Fr Felix puts it “It is better to teach a person how to fish rather than giving him/her fish; because once the fish is eaten, he/she will come back to ask for more.”

The orphans, often found wandering around naked, are totally dependant on the church and community for all their needs.   They are entitled to free primary education but secondary school must be paid for.   Fr Felix would like to help them if he could, but money is sadly lacking.  

Apart from the CWO(CWL) the parish also has the Legion of Mary, the Parish Youth Movement, the Choir and the Flower Girls.   They all know about the Twinning and are eager to correspond with us. 

Again, to quote Fr Felix’s letter:

“There would be an arrangement for them(the parishioners and any orphans we helped) to correspond with some of the interested individuals through letters.   I hope that through this, they would send you their photos and at the same time give you their family backgrounds etc.    I could as well organise a video for some of these to be sent to you.   Perhaps you could exchange photos and other small items through the post.”

There is no doubt that we can do a lot to help these people.   It is plain that they want to be independent, but they need a helping hand.   The fact that they have already built over twenty ‘out churches’ shows their commitment to God.   They are also committed to sharing with us.   They have even given us a name: ‘Friends of Nsanje’   

Fr Michael is always happy to receive donations for the Malawi Fund.   Any amount, however small, will go a long way in Malawi, a destitute country.    Please be sure to mark the envelope ‘Malawi Fund’

Watch out for the next newsletter!

This will bring news of an exciting new project called ‘Christmas in Nsanje’

Can you find an extra few pounds this Christmas to buy a present for a family in Nsanje?      An appeal will be launched around September time.  
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