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Dear Parishioner

This will be the last newsletter of what has been an excellent year for Malawi-Twin.   It seems appropriate to use this edition to tell you the outcome of your very generous giving.

When Fr Nazario returned to Malawi last month, he took with him three cheques from the Twinning fund.   They were as follows:

                      Ongoing repairs to Nsanje Spirituality Centre     -  £1,500

                      Repairs to Fr Emmanuel’s seminary                    -  £1,500

                      Help with the purchase of Mgr Boniface’s car    -  £1,000

These cheques total £4,000.   Add this to the £1,500 we sent last May and we have a grand total of £5,500 sent to Malawi since the Twinning started in August 2001.   The full amount raised to the end of October, was £6,739    This is a tremendous achievement, in such a short time.   Pride is a sin, but maybe we could all give ourselves a discreet pat on the back.                         

The local parish at Nsanje does not figure in these latest gifts, but they will benefit from our Christmas Appeal, which runs until the end of December.

Your committee are busy at present, linking up local parish groups and schools with similar groups and schools in Malawi.   We are trying to make the twinning more of a two-sided affair in which we can receive news from Africa and learn more of their daily lives.   Although they struggle to make ends meet, they are a happy and friendly people who would love to share with us their good times as well as the bad.

At the time of writing we have enough sponsors to send sixteen children to secondary school or seminary in January.    The priests and their church elders, in Malawi, are now busy selecting children for the scheme and will be sending photos and brief details of each child, to be given to their sponsor.   Nsanje parish will send five boys and five girls and Mthawira parish, (Mgr Boniface’s local church) will send the remaining six.

If anyone else wishes to consider helping, then just telephone Peter Wells on Ton. 358324   Fr Nazario has said that they can start children after January if the funds are available.   We are in touch with Fr Nazario by e-mail and can get a child started very quickly.    

You may wish to send a Christmas card, or write to one of the priests, so their addresses are shown below:      E-mailers can contact Fr Nazario at: nazariomateyu@malawi.net   

         Fr Nazario Mateyu                                                               Mgr Boniface Tamani                      

         Nsanje Spirituality Centre                                                    Mthawiri Catholic Parish    

         P.O. Box 56                                                                          P.O. Box 51291                   

         Nsanje                                                                                   Limbe      

         Malawi                                                                                  Malawi

         Africa                                                                                    Africa

        Fr Emmanuel Kanyama                                                         Fr Felix Bzyakulima

        Kachebere Major Seminary                                                   Nsanje Catholic Parish

        P.O. Box 140                                                                          P.O. Box 2

        Mchinji                                                                                   Nsanje

        Malawi                                                                                   Malawi

        Africa                                                                                     Africa

Please allow three weeks for your post to arrive and be advised that, if you were to enclose a gift, especially cash, there would be a great risk of the envelope being opened and valuables removed.

This risk is probably heightened at Christmas time.

In the near future, we will be showing a video and photographs of Nsanje.   The video shows the people attending Mass and a few scenes of village life.  There will be several showings, hopefully on a large screen, to give the maximum number of people a chance to view.

We have been presented with a wonderful opportunity here to help our less fortunate friends.   It is missionary work; it is God’s work.   St Teresa of Avila described it perfectly when she said: “Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours.”

On behalf of the people of Malawi, thank you for all you have done so far.   May God bless you all with a happy, safe and peaceful Christmas.   

This photograph is of Fr Nazario with the boys from Nsanje Spirituality Centre.     
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