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         N                              Give and it will be given to you… The measure you give shall be the measure you receive
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Dear Parishioner   
W

e have now been linked with Malawi for five years.   The first meeting of your Malawi Management Team, consisting of four members, took place on 25th July 2001.   We now have seven members on the team and this reflects the resounding success of this project, which would not have been the case without the tremendous support of our parishioners. 

In our December newsletter we gave you details of the £11,085 which had just been sent out.   This brought the total amount sent since the start to a staggering £79,459!   During the Christmas season you have made further donations which added to this figure, takes your total giving, including Gift Aid, over the past five years to just over £81,000!! 

Over the years we have made single gifts to various parishes, seminaries and others, where a need has been identified, but it hasn’t just been about money.   Many friendships have been formed between ourselves and the visiting priests, the sponsored children and their families. 
With your enormously generous support we have improved the lives of many men women and children in one of the poorest countries in Africa and, indeed, the world.
You were there for them when they experienced that terrible drought in 2005.  In a period of just six weeks, you gave £18,000 to the Parish Drought Appeal. Countless lives were saved because of the extensive feeding programme, which took place thanks to the love and generosity you showed.
They have a lot to thank God for - but so do we.

* * * * *

Last month we sent £600 each to four parishes to be spent on the needy.   We have just received this message from Fr Peter at Kachebere, advising how they used your gift:
“The Catholic Women’s Organisation visited the sick on Christmas Day and shared food, soap and washing powder with the patients.   On New Year’s Day, they visited prisoners and gave them soap, washing powder and prepared meals for them.   Home based Care Group used part of the money to buy medicines for the chronically ill.   The other money was used to support an old lady whose house fell due to heavy rains.   The faithful assisted in moulding the bricks and gathering of sand and clay.”
We have four main Projects involving three parishes and the Sponsorship project, which helps students in several parishes and dioceses.

Nsanje Parish (Co-ordinator – Brian Wilkins)
This parish has a primary school responsible for the education of about 900 pupils.   When we first saw photographs of the buildings we saw empty shells; no doors or windows and, as we later learned, very poor standards of hygiene and classroom accommodation.

This school has now been turned around, with doors, windows, security bars, new toilets, electricity supply, computer with internet access and teaching aids which include a TV and video. The pupils have contact with pen friends at St Margaret’s school, with whom they exchange letters and drawings over the internet and their Priest and Headmaster are in regular contact with us.   We have also supplied sports equipment for their football and netball teams. 
We are told that morale has increased enormously with students and teachers, because of the help they have received; education standards have improved as a result.

Chiringa Parish (Co-ordinator – Anne Mahoney)
This is a very poor parish, even by Malawian standards.   It is the home parish of Fr Boniface, who told us of the ‘dream’ of the parish priest, Fr Alfred, to open up a pre-school playgroup for the many young children who were sitting around all day with no stimulation.
We agreed to give money to set up the group and pay an annual amount to keep it running.   They have three teachers and are given a meal every day apart from basic learning.   Help has since been given to supply playground equipment and toys.   Approximately 150 children attend each day.
This year we also helped the Nazombe School for blind children (part of the local Catholic Primary School) by paying for their food for a year.   These children come from Malawi and Mozambique and board at the school.
Kachebere Parish (Co-ordinator – Anne Gavin)
This is the Parish local to Fr Denis.   They had a great need for a primary school and identified an old church building which could be converted into four classrooms, given the money to do this.   We have so far given £2,000 to help achieve this and Fr Peter, the Parish Priest, has been sending photographs of the work as it progresses.   The school became operational  this month.
Sponsorship Project (Co-ordinator – Peter Wells)
Our sponsors are paying for the education of 62 students in secondary school and above. All started in secondary school but several have proved bright and made full use of their opportunities.   Two are in University, several are in further education colleges and job training schemes; a number are training for the priesthood.
Thank you for your continued support of our Malawi project and May God bless you.
From what we get we make a living.   From what we give we make a life.
Peter Wells

On behalf of your Malawi-Twin Team
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