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Dear Parishioner

T

he third of our containers has now arrived in Malawi.   It is due to be opened up on June 15th and our friends are ready and waiting to unload their cartons at the various collection points.  It took just ten weeks to travel from Tonbridge via Birmingham, Felixtowe and Durban in South Africa, to Beira in Mozambique and ‘up the road’ to Blantyre.

 The whole process of gathering articles and packing them into cartons had been ongoing for four months.   It culminated on Thursday March 24th, when over thirty of our parishioners arrived at the warehouse in Tonbridge, to help load.   We were blessed–literally–with the presence of Fr Tom, who opened proceedings with prayers and gave a blessing to everyone and the consignment.   He then took an active role in the loading process.
There are 166 cartons, weighing over three tons which are being shared between nine beneficiaries.   Apart from the three Parishes of Nsanje, Chiringa and Kachebere (Parish and Seminary), plus an orphanage, which always benefit, we have now included four new locations:
· Karonga Parish is in the far north of the country.   Fr Denis is now the Vicar General of the newly created Karonga Diocese.   As part of his duties he is also Parish Priest of this Parish; he has left the relative comfort of the Seminary to serve in a very poor part of Malawi. 
They are a new diocese and are starting with very little office equipment.     Fr Denis also has had to set up a new home.  
        Amongst the items sent to Fr Denis are:
· Bedding, towels, curtains, furniture and kitchen equipment.
· Two sewing machines. 
· Three computers and a printer with ink cartridges and paper.
· We have also included Fr Francis who worked closely with us at Nsanje and has now moved to a neighbouring parish.  He will receive eight cartons of goods to help him set up his new home.   
·  Home Based Care, Kachebere Parish
Many parishes in Malawi have such a group.  They receive basic training in caring for the housebound elderly and sick, including washing and feeding where possible.   They are unpaid for this service

In July last year they were given eight mosquito nets, to be given to a selection of their most vulnerable families.   A carton of equipment has now been sent which includes: soap, rubber gloves, aprons, towels and plastic buckets.
· Mchinji Secondary School is only a mile or so from Kachebere Seminary.  The four parishioners who went to Malawi last July, visited this boarding school with Fr Denis.    This visit was prompted by an enquiry from St Gregory’s school who are interested in helping a similar establishment in Malawi.
We met the deputy headmistress and learned of their chronic shortage of even the most basic educational equipment.   When asked about uniforms we were presented with a small cardboard box in which was a small amount of old clothes, available to any student in need.

They have a computer teacher, but no working computers on which to learn.   How life has now changed for this school!
This is a selection of items sent to them:

· Twenty computers and many items of ancillary equipment.
· One Printer with spare inks.

· 10,000 sheets of white paper.

· Pens, pencils and other similar equipment.

· Two manual sewing machines.

· School uniforms, given by St Gregory’s.

· Clothing, bedding and various other linens.

· Digital cameras.

It is hoped that the school will be able to send back photographs of the unpacking and then maintain an online contact with us and St Gregory’s.

* * * * *

Following the April floods in Karonga, we sent £2,000 to Fr Denis. 

This is a summary of a message received on 17th May:

... We invited the traditional leaders and a representative from the office of the District Commissioner. I was accompanied by the members of our Parish Development committee and a nun.  We gave out maize, beans and a sleeping mat to each recipient. Some organisations had earlier distributed chlorine and plastic sheets for temporary shelters and so we did not want to duplicate the items they gave out.

The affected people and their traditional leaders were very appreciative of the assistance. On their behalf, I also want to sincerely thank the Malawi Twin Project and all the Parishioners of Corpus Christi, Tonbridge for the timely help you sent to the flood victims in Karonga. This help has changed their lives. Honestly without the response from groups like yours some people, especially children, would have died of malnutrition. May God bless you all. 
Looking forward to seeing you in August.

Fr. Denis
This message speaks for itself. Thank you and God bless you for your continuing support of this, our Parish missionary project.
Peter Wells

On behalf of your Malawi Twinning team.
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