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OUR NEXT CONTAINER is not due to go until March, but Brian Wilkins is already hard at work with the preparations.   He has written to all the                                                        beneficiaries for an update on usage of the equipment they have received – especially educational - and their needs for the future.
Two letters have recently been received which we share with you here:  
From Mkomachi Secondary School in Lilongwe
The five computers that were sent to Mkomachi Secondary school have brought great happiness to teachers as well as students in these ways:
a.   Teachers who have never touched a computer in their life are now accessing computer lessons right at school at no cost at all.   The only cost being the time spared for these lessons. It's a milestone.

b.   The computers are also a source of motivation for our students to work very hard in class. Due to the limited number of computers sent to our school, it was practically impossible for us to include all 428 learners at the school in the computer classes.   Instead we have devised a system which only allows the top five students from each form to get computer lessons.  This has instilled a hard working spirit in our students as each one wants to be in the top five to be included.

I strongly believe that given some more computers, Mkomachi students will greatly benefit as a good number of learners will now have access to computer literacy as compared to the present situation which is very selective and in favour of the best students only. 

All in all, the computers have proved to be essential in our day to day running of duties at the school.  We are no longer involving hired labour to type and print our exams.  Everything is being done right at home. It is my hope that this time you will remember to help us with a laptop, since desk tops are not portable and work sometimes gets delayed.

If the school is amongst the lucky beneficiaries  in the forthcoming container, then it will start offering computer studies as an examination subject to the senior students (Forms 3 and 4).  
Not only Mkomachi students will benefit from this further, but also the surrounding community will be equipped with IT skills and services. 

The local community members too, will benefit in such a way that at least two people will get employment at the school to man the computer Lab. (A typist/secretary and Lab Technician). A colourful dream coming to reality!

Finally, thanks for the support rendered to our school.   We will do our best to secure and maximise usage of these gifts. 
Yours sincerely

Maggie Nyoni
Headmistress
From St Patrick’s Minor Seminary in Rumphi
St. Patrick’s Minor Seminary, is an inter diocesan seminary for the dioceses of Karonga and Mzuzu.  Currently, we have 136 students: 37 in form one, 36 in form two, 33 in form three and 30 in form four.  
Before we received these three desktop computers, the seminary had a total of nine computers working in the computer laboratory.  Out of these, one is used by the teacher; hence eight computers were used by the students.  This meant, in the case of the form ones for example, that five students had to share each computer.  
Now with the arrival of the three computers the number of working computers rose from eight to eleven.  This reduced the ratio from five students per computer to four.   A much improved situation. 
Most of the computers we have are in the range of 32GB of Hard Drive and 64MB of Ram Memory.  This proves difficult to sustain progress since most work cannot be saved for future use with this small capacity.  
Furthermore, with the growth of Information Technology, the government has introduced Computer Studies Examinations at national level.  However, due to the limited number of computers and with small capacity, we are unable to register for this course at national level.  We feel the students are being deprived of essential education. 
Our desire is to acquire more computers so that each student should have a computer for practical work during computer lessons. We would appreciate if we also acquired more memory sticks to enable us to transfer the work easily from computers for printing purposes.  

The three desktops we got in container number 5 are of benefit not only to students but also for school administration.  Having a bigger memory of 232GB, we have saved most school documents in these computers. Apart from that, the accounts department uses the computers to save some accounting programmes that have a bigger capacity and work more efficiently in computers with bigger capacity than 32GB.  

As a seminary, we are very grateful for this gift and, chances allowing, we look forward to another gift of the same kind. 
A grant of more computers will enable us to register for the national computer exams and expose our students to more challenges in preparation for their futures. 
 Our students would benefit a great deal from a further gift of similar computers.  Thank you very much and may God bless your efforts every day! 
Fr Daniel Kamanga

Rector
These two letters are a typical example of the needs of most schools in Malawi.   Teachers and pupils are anxious to keep up with the modern world and our parish is helping them to do just this.

We have been richly blessed by the loyal support of many people, businesses and schools who supply this equipment.
Thank you
Peter Wells
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