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Dear Parishioner
Your Malawi Team would like to give you an update on our major  projects:
Microloans

This year we have sent £2,248 to each of our three linked parishes.   This is what they say:
From Karonga Parish Catholic Women’s  Organisation:
…We have not only been saved from poverty but we have also been taught to work hard through small scale businesses.
The Catholic women of Karonga value and appreciate your assistance greatly.
From Karonga Parish (Fr Denis):

We thank God for his goodness to us. We thank the parishioners of Corpus Christi and all people of good will for looking with kindness on the needs of the poor people in Malawi.
From Chiringa Parish (Fr Marko):

The three groups of women were given the money three weeks ago.  They wish to start pig farming and the building of a pigsty is under way.   The work should be completed in early November.   They are very grateful for this wonderful gift.
From Njale Parish (Fr Francis):

We give many thanks to your parishioners for the support we are receiving.  The loan scheme here is a very big success, the membership is  at 60 ladies and all are 100% involved.  The dividends created have now reached MK 2,590,000*.    Every member is very happy.  
*This amount is equal to around £3,388
Please extend our special thanks to Carl Stick, tell him that he did not labour in vain, each and every penny here has been used for the intended purpose.
The Grocery Building is at a very advanced stage.  We managed to buy iron sheets, timber and cement and so far the work is going on well.  I hope that by February the work will be complete.
This store is being built to enable the ladies to sell their produce within their community and to passers-by.  It is much larger than the current shop which is rented.   
We visited this tiny shop during our June visit and could only enter one at a time! 

The new building will have electricity installed to enable longer opening hours in the evenings.
Solar Lights:
Following our recent appeal, we have sent £755 to each parish for Solar lights. 
Fr Francis from Njale parish writes:

I will repeat once again what I said before.  Solar light project is a very good project.  Many people don’t have any light to help them at night, can you imagine staying in total darkness from six o’clock in the evening until six in the morning?  I have distributed fifty solar lights to very poor households in the village.  I have also distributed eight solar lights to different small Christian communities for their use during evening services. The lights I bought this year were also of good quality.   When I gave out these solar lights people couldn’t believe that they can get them free of charge.  They praised God for your kindness.  People do appreciate these gifts. Please extend our special thanks to Roger and Jill for initiating this programme.
The Container
You may be interested in the background to the idea of introducing plain white paper into our Container Project:
 Since we linked with Malawi in 2001 we have known that paper is extremely scarce and too expensive for our schools and parishes to buy.   The only senses students could use to learn at school would be to sit and listen, or watch a teacher using a chalk board.  Paper, pens and pencils were just not available to them.
Now the students have these things and it is hoped that their standards of learning will improve.  
 The parishes too have better communication facilities, especially with their computers and printers.
Fr Francis writes: Plain papers are helping us in many ways in our schools and at the parish.  So far Njale School is better equipped in terms of stationery than any other primary school around this place.   We are able to print examination papers for our students.
Our next Container goes in March and we will be sending more paper.   This will be donated by Pureprint of Uckfield, East Sussex who last year gave us 121,000 A4 sized sheets.   One of their staff, Denzil Goldsmith will cut up and package the paper in his own time and with the blessing of his employer.   We are grateful to Pureprint and Denzil for their valuable support.

Please be sure to pick up a copy of the Corpus Christi Chronicle, which will be available during Advent.    
The Malawi page shows extracts from letters received from Malawi which illustrate the value of our Container project
Our Malawi project is an incredible success.  A big thank you to our many  supporters!
Peter Wells

On behalf of your Malawi Team
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